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mathematician, born at Woolsthorpe, Lin-
colnshire. His greatest claim to fame lies in
his discovery of the law of gravitation. He
entered Trinity College in 1660, and in
1665 took his master's degree. A few years
later lie was made professor there. His
career was not ex-
clusively academic,
for he was at one
time a member of
Parliament and at
another warden of
the mint. In 1703
he was elected
president of the
Royal Society, and
held the position
until his death. He
was buried in West-
minster Abbey, ISAAC NEWTON
where a beautiful monument has been erected
to Ms memory.

Newton was one of the greatest discoverers
of his age. Besides giving to the world the
law of gravitation, he produced the bino-
mial theorem, and added much to contem-
porary knowledge of light and color. His
notes on light and color were published under
the title Optics. Newton made further con-
tributions to astronomical knowledge by in-
venting a refracting telescope. His greatest
work is the Principia Mafhematica (Mathe-
matical Principles), which is the founda-
tion of the later sciences of physics and
mathematics.

NEW WESTMINSTER, B. C., former
capital of the province, on the Fraser River,
which at this point is a mile wide, and pro-
vides an excellent harbor. It is served by
three great railways, the Canadian Pacific,
the Canadian National and the Great North-
ern. Salmon fishing and canning is an im-
portant industry, and its lumber mills are
among the largest in the world. There are
fruit canneries, chemical works, paper mills,
and railroad repair shops. Population, 1931,
17,521

SEW YEAR'S DAY, the first day of
the year, which differs in time in various sys-
tems according to the mode of reckoning;
thus in Russia, Greece and other countries
where the Julian calendar is used, New Year's
Bay Is celebrated on the English 13th of
January. The Jewish New Year begins
September 6, Among the ancient nations
the time s$fc as HLQ beginning of the year

cliffered also, but all treated it with some
special observance.

In the early Church any celebration of the
day was at first forbidden, but later the day
was made a Christian festival. Prior to the
sixteenth century, even in Christian countries,
different days were recognized as the begin-
ning of the year, and it was not until 1752
that January 1 was declared by the Parlia-
ment of Great Britain as the opening day of
the year for that country. In most countries
where celebrations have been held on New
Year's Day, these have consisted largely in
resting from ordinary labors and feasting,
and the custom of keeping watch on New
Year's Eve and ushering in the new year
with mutual good wishes. The "ringing in"
of the new year with bells and the inter-
change of visits on New Year's Day are old
customs.

|EW YOEK, one of the thirteen
original states, is now the richest and most
populous commonwealth of the American
Union. It is popularly known as the EM-
PIRE STATE, because of its supremacy in
population and industrial and commercial
progress; the name New York was bestowed
in honor of the Duke of York, in 1664, when
the Dutch colony of New Netherland passed
under English control

Location and Area. The state belongs to
the Middle Atlantic group. Only the south-
eastern portion borders on the Atlantic
Ocean, but this contact with the sea has been
vastly important in determining the suprem-
acy of the Empire State. New York City,
on its splendid natural harbor, is one of the
greatest ports in the world. Most of the
eastern state line lies adjacent to Vermont,
Massachusetts and Connecticut, with Lake
Champlain forming1 part of the Vermont
boundary. Lake Ontario and the Saint Law^